THE   FUTURE   OP  THE  HADHRAMAUT

used in tribal areas and if they were Yafa* always caused trouble. There
were about 1,400 Yafa' and until Figgis finally drew their teeth in 1938
they were a serious menace to good government. They still need careful
handling and are now being gradually transformed into the Qu'aiti
Gendarmerie to be used in the policing of Qu'aiti towns and not in tribal
areas. The irregulars can usually be relied on for defence purposes in
towns where trouble is anticipated and in an Arab country it is often
safer to depend on things done in an Arab way rather than a European.

In the Kathiri State there was no sort of organized force till 1937 and
the Sultans had merely a large number of undisciplined slaves in the towns
(outside them, in tribal areas, they could do nothing) who when so disposed
obeyed their orders, though they took their choice within what limits they
obeyed them. Early in 1937 the Kathiri Armed Constabulary was formed
mainly from these slaves and has since then become-uniformed and armed.
Shortage of staiFhas hitherto prevented its progressing much. It is at present
nearly 100 strong and it is intended to bring it to a strength of 200 to police
Seiyun, Tarim, the villages belonging to the Kathiri Sultan and the roads
in between' them. It can also be used as a military force if occasion
requires.

One small body of men arose out of the Hamumi incident. The Al
Kaf road is run independently of both Qu'aiti and Kathiri States. It is an
"international" affair and a key coad which was also, as will be remembered,
a keystone in the. new policy approved for the Hadhramaut. The road
incidents showed that policing of die road was necessary and we therefore
recruited a patrol of six men consisting of representatives of the Hamumi,
Ba Hasan Tanbuli, Bin Yemani and Ma'ari, through whose territories
the road runs. They are armed, uniformed, mounted on camels, well
paid, and under die command of a Shaush obtained from the Aden
Protectorate Levies. Their duties are to see that the road fees are paid,
to check traffic generally, to see that the beduin do not put up barricades
and to" provide intelligence of the road and find out the feelings of the
beduin towards it. The patrol gives the people themselves a share in
the road as their duties include the supervision of those rules made in the
beduins* interests regarding the carrying of goods.1 Incidentally they are
intended to be very much "courtesy cops."

It will be seen that the forces now in existence will, when trained,
provide for the security of the whole country except for two important

1 Sec page 316.
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